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FUTURE OF MINING AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.08 am]: I rise to recognise and 
congratulate the Western Australian companies that participated in the Future of Mining Awards held in Sydney 
on Monday, 25 March. Western Australia’s mining, engineering, technology and services sector, better known 
as the METS sector, is at the forefront of technological and safety innovation in the global resources sector. 
WA’s METS sector is a leader in the field of innovation. It enhances our state’s reputation as a destination of choice 
for providing solutions to challenging and dangerous problems experienced by industry. Western Australia’s 
METS sector is also a significant contributor for diversifying our economy. It creates jobs through technological 
innovation and advanced manufacturing. I am very pleased that the Future of Mining Awards has continued to 
recognise the excellence that the Western Australian METS sector provides. 

I would like to congratulate a number of companies. Northern Star Resources won the Operational Excellence 
in Mining Award, recognising outstanding operational performance and/or improvement in operating 
performance and safety. Bis won the Future of Mining Innovation Award, recognising collaborative innovation 
involving a mine owner or project developer that directly results in a stand-out commercial outcome, which is 
scalable and can be repeated across an organisation or sector. I congratulate Mader Group for winning the 
Mining Contractor of the Year Award, which recognises the drilling, mining or construction contractor that 
secured the highest number of new contracts during the previous year. I also congratulate ReRisk for winning 
the Future of Mining Safety Award, which recognises outstanding achievement in worker safety through new 
technology, process and servicing applications to provide ongoing safety excellence. I would also like to 
acknowledge IMDEX, which was nominated for the METS Exporter of the Year Award and was unfortunate 
not to win this year. 
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